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ATTN: Board of Fisheries Comments for Upper Cook Inlet Finfish Meeting

Dear Board of Fisheries members:

The Matanuska-Susitna Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership (Partnership) has been working to
protect salmon habitat in the Mat-Su Basin since 2005. We are a voluntary and non-regulatory
coalition that has grown from four founding organizations, to 66 diverse entities — all of whom
share a common vision for thriving salmon, healthy habitats and vibrant communities in the Mat-
Su. The Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership is guided by a strategic action plan that
identifies four ways to accomplish our habitat goals: improving scientific knowledge about
salmon habitat needs throughout their lifecycle, conserving productive habitat throughout the
Mat-Su Basin, strategically restoring degraded or disconnected habitats, and providing
opportunities for education, collaboration and information sharing.

Management of Alaska’s fisheries is respected around the world. The Mat-Su Salmon Habitat
Partnership appreciates the crucial and challenging role the Board of Fisheries (Board) plays in
this successful management model. Here, we offer information about the Mat-Su Salmon Habitat
Partnership in service of the Board’s consideration of Cook Inlet fisheries management. The
Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Partnership appreciates recognition of habitat as a critical foundation for
healthy salmon fisheries as articulated in the Board’s Sustainable Salmon Policy (5 AAC 39.222)
and acknowledges that the work of the Partnership is consistent with the salmon habitat
provisions in this policy.

The future of Mat-Su salmon depends upon what happens to them during each life stage, from
their incubation and rearing in freshwater, to their maturation in saltwater, and their return back
to freshwater to spawn. While research continues to determine the reasons for decline of some
salmon stocks across Alaska and in the Mat-Su Basin, it is well-known that freshwater habitat
loss and fragmentation have been some of the primary drivers in the decline of anadromous fish
in the U.S. and the world. Based on lessons learned elsewhere, we know that maintaining these
functioning habitats is far more cost effective than trying to restore them once they are degraded.
Therefore, the goal of the Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Partnership is to ensure that Mat-Su salmon
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have healthy habitat, from upper Cook Inlet throughout the Mat-Su Basin. Our top priority is to
'bsgtect and maintain healthy habitat wherever possible.
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The attached document describes projects that were highlighted during the 2019 5™ annual tour
for community leaders in Wasilla. The projects include examples of work in areas of
collaboration and information sharing, conservation, restoration and science. Specifically, the
2019 tour showcased the challenges and solutions to meeting the needs of both salmon and
people in a rapidly urbanizing landscape.

Over the past 14 years, the Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership has funded a total of 96
salmon and salmon habitat related projects in the Mat-Su through the National Fish Habitat
Partnership. This includes 35 science, 29 restoration, 17 conservation and 15
education/coordination projects totaling nearly $3.5 million in direct funds with nearly $7
million in matching contributions from private and public sources. In 2020, the Partnership
anticipates funding multiple salmon habitat projects that include improving fish passage,
reserving water for salmon, and understanding freshwater drivers influencing salmon
productivity.

Here are some Partnership highlights:

e Ongoing stream temperature, flow and juvenile salmon studies are increasing our
understanding of drivers of freshwater salmon productivity, and ability to forecast what
the Mat-Su’s broader salmon habitat may look like in a warming climate.

e Fish passage has been restored at over 100 sites identified as barriers to juvenile and adult
salmon in the Basin. In 2013, Mat-Su Borough adopted fish friendly design standards on
borough roads helping prevent creation of new barriers.

e In 2018, partners published salmon friendly development guidelines for commercial and
residential development.

e In November we will host our 13th annual Salmon Symposium where over 25 presenters
and 100 attendees share scientific research in the Mat-Su. We hope you will consider
attending.

The Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership welcomes any questions or requests for
information by the Board of Fisheries in its work toward maintaining sustainable fisheries into
the future for all Alaskans.

On behalf of the Mat-Su Salmon Partnership,
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Jessica Speed
Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership Coordinator

jspeed@tnc.org
907-865-5713
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